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Things that are important to us when we 

are not in the school… how we keep 

balance and sanity. 

Mary Berg – President 

   

Mary is a Learning Assistance Teacher at 

Dorothea Walker Elementary in Kelowna.  

When not working with children, she loves 

to ski, cycle, read, and teach ballet.  This 

past summer, Mary completed a 750 

kilometer bicycle tour around Oregon. 

 

 

Sarah Brooks 

 

Sarah is a Learning Assistance Resource 

Teacher in Port McNeill on Northern 

Vancouver Island. She enjoys an active life of 

hunting, fishing, camping and hiking with her 

husband and 2 young boys. When the weather 

is not as nice, she enjoys scrapbooking and 

karate.  

 

 



Kristin Wiens 

 

Kristin Wiens works as a Curriculum Coordinator 

for the Sooke School District (#62) on Vancouver 

Island. This year, she is thrilled to be developing 

and teaching an Education Assistant Training 

Program together with her daughter, Bethany. 

On her own time, she enjoys making stop 

motion videos with her partner, Paul, to be 

shared with others to support Inclusion. She was 

also delighted to recently create a picture book 

“My Gratitude Jar” which is being used in many 

classrooms to promote self-regulation and 

mindfulness.  

Tracy Walton 

 
Tracy is a grade 4 teacher in Williams Lake. She 
has become a recent half marathoner with the 
hopes of completing her first marathon in 
Kamloops next summer.  Here she is enjoying 
much needed wine after completing her 3rd 
Destinations Half Marathon in beautiful 
Kelowna.  Personal Best with a pace of 4:50 and 
a second place honour with Sandhill wine too! 
 

 

Jacqui Ferguson 

  
 
Is new to the BCSEA and is enjoying 
her role as registrar.  Jacqui, when 
not working at Williams Lake 
Secondary dual campuses where she 
is “outstanding in her field”, she 
enjoys being with family and friends 
and lending an ear which is just a 
little corny to say the least. 
 

 
 
Snapshot of a Soul Place in the land of special 
needs is a unique illustrated memoir of a 
mother’s journey raising a daughter with Down 
Syndrome told in painting, drawing, 
photography, poetry and prose. The 96-page 
hard-cover full-colour book tells the story of 25-
year-old Mielle who is granddaughter of myself 
and musician Rick Scott, Goodwill Ambassador 
for the Down Syndrome Research foundation. 
Mielle lives with her mother, Kari Burk, in 
Castlegar. 
  
With 40 original artworks and 60 
photos, Snapshot of a Soul Place offers a 
colourful look into family and community life 
and education.  We hear from family, care 
workers, teachers and friends. We visit 
hospitals, breastfeeding clinics, child 
development centers, sign language, 



elementary and high schools and Community 
Living. With an upbeat tone that does not look 
away from challenges and fears, we hope it will 
serve as a resource and inspiration to families, 
teachers, friends and care givers. 
Valley Hennell, 

grandmother/editor/publisher   

              

 Snapshot of a Soul Place in the land of special needs written and 

illustrated by Castlegar’s Kari Burk is a memoir of mother’s journey 

raising a daughter with Down Syndrome, told in painting, drawing, 

photography, poetry and prose. Sold through publishers website and 

select stores – see publishers website for details. 

I have personally read this book and have 
enjoyed every page, with its colour images 
and writing style.  I recommend this book.  
 
Professional Books recommended by 

your BCSEA: 

 
Kristen (BCSEA Speakers Coordinator), Tracy 
(BCSEA Publications) and Rae (BCSEA Web 
manager) all recommend the “not this but that 
series” with the titles: No More Independent 
Reading without Support, No More Summer 
Reading Loss and No More Taking away Recess. 
 

  
 
 

Other books discussed and recommended 
were:  Peter H. Johnston’s Choice Words, and 
Opening Minds.  

  

Mary-Ann Livesey One of our recent 

Scholarship recipients for 2015. 

“I am enrolled in Special Education Masters 

Degree program at UBC with a concentration in 

the education of Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

(DHH) students. My research focus areas are 

self-advocacy, technology and language skills. I 

want to continue to gain a thorough 

understanding of the importance of self-

advocacy to help DHH students develop skills 

that help them be more independent in meeting 

and explaining their own social, emotional and 

educational needs. Technology is constantly 

changing and I want be able to educate, parents 

and staff about the importance of using the most 

effective technology to help provide an equitable 

and appropriate education environment. DHH 

students need to be explicitly taught vocabulary 

and language skills through auditory and spoken 

language intervention in order to develop the 

same language skills as their hearing peers. I am 

interested in research based practice to most 

effectively support students and I am studying 

sign language to better support DHH students 

who also need sign support.” 

 
For more information, criteria, and nomination process 

about Scholarships offered by the BCSEA please visit our 

website.  Deadlines are fast approaching.  
 

The Hazel Davy Award nominations must be 

received by mail, fax, or email by the January 

15th closure date. Late nominations will not be 

considered. Please submit applications to: 

seabcpresident@gmail.com  

Marg Csapo Student Scholarship Value: up to a 

maximum of $2000 will be awarded to a 

deserving recipient or recipients Number of 

mailto:seabcpresident@gmail.com


Scholarships: at the discretion of the awards 

committee  

Application Deadline: January 15th of the year 

the scholarship is to be awarded. 

Please submit applications to: 

seabcpresident@gmail.com  

The Special Education Association of British 

Columbia Student Scholarships  

Value: $500 Number of awards: 4 Application 

Deadline: June 15th. Please submit applications 

to: seabcpresident@gmail.com  

Special Education Professional Development 

Scholarship 

 Two $500 scholarships will be available each 

year for someone enrolled in special education 

courses. The awards will be for attendance in a 

course(s) taken in a semester, summer session, 

or intercession during the year dated from July 

1st to June 30th . Please submit applications to: 

seabcpresident@gmail.com 

 

 
Mary Berg 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2015–2016 school year will be 

one of change on a number of fronts. The 

new BC Curriculum drafts are available 

for teachers to explore this year in 

preparation for their implementation 

next year. They may be accessed via 

www.curriculum.gov.bc.ca. According to 

the BCTF, the process of developing the 

new curricula was the most open and 

collaborative of any previous curriculum 

development, with teacher and PSA 

representation and input throughout. 

However, many questions do remain (for 

example, funding for implementation and 

resources as well as systems for 

assessment/reporting). The BCTF is 

advocating strongly for specific 

information around these questions. 

 

MyEducation BC, the new student 

information system for BC schools, will be 

front and center for teachers this school 

year. Hopefully, the many glitches 

emerging in the initial days will be ironed 

out soon or teachers may become 

nostalgic for the good old days of 

BCeSIS. 

The BC government recently announced a 

new Minister of Education. BCTF 

President Jim Iker said, “We look 

forward to meeting Minister Bernier and 

getting him up to speed on the significant 

challenges—like underfunding, class 
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composition, and the lack of specialist 

teachers— that are impacting our schools 

and students.” 

 Of particular significance to 

inclusive educators is the recent 

retirement of Bill Standeven, former 

head of the Diversity and Equity branch 

of the Ministry of Education. At the time 

of writing, the acting head of Aboriginal 

Education had also been assigned acting 

head of Standeven’s former position. The 

timing is concerning as Mr. Standeven’s 

office had begun a process to review and 

revise the Manual of Policies, Procedures 

and Guidelines for Special Education. The 

process involved regional meetings with 

invited teachers last spring but excluded 

any official involvement with the BCTF or 

PSAs such as LATA and SEA. The BCTF 

has been meeting with Ministry staff to 

address these concerns. 

This year, SEA welcomes four new 

members to our executive: Sarah Brooks, 

Membership and Chapters Coordinator; 

Bev Brown, Exhibitors Coordinator; 

Jacqui Ferguson, Registrar; and Kristin 

Wiens, Speakers Coordinator. We bid 

farewell and thank you to our former 

Treasurer, Angela Zummack and 

Publications Coordinator, Karen Hynd.  

We are fortunate to be able to retain the 

expertise and ten years plus experience 

of Past President, BJ Foulds, and former 

Conference Chair, Stephanie Koropatnick, 

who are remaining as associate executive 

members to provide mentorship and 

conference support. 

 

Mark your calendar for Crosscurrents 

2016, which takes place February 25th 

and 26th at the Sheraton Vancouver 

Airport Hotel in Richmond and features 

another roster of outstanding speakers 

with returning favourites and exciting 

new presenters. This year’s Keynote 

speaker will be Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, 

B.C’s first Representative for Children 

and Youth.  

Keynote Speaker for Crosscurrents 

2016 

The Special Education 

Association is pleased to announce that 

the keynote speaker for Crosscurrents 

2016 will be Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond. 

Ms. Turpel-Lafond was appointed B.C.’s 

first Representative for Children and 

Youth in 2006. She is an outspoken 

advocate for the rights of children, 

particularly those who are most 

vulnerable. We look forward to hearing 

her speak about what can be done to 

ensure that these marginalized children 

have a voice and their needs are 

addressed.   

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 

A Manual of Policies, Procedures and Guidelines 
 



Check our website (seaofbc.ca) for the 

program to be released towards the end 

of October. 

 

 

 At a provincial level, we 

continue to work with the BCTF by 

promoting teacher resource sharing 

via BCTF’s new TeachBC website 

(https://teachbc.bctf.ca ), by 

updating the Teaching to Diversity 

website, and by collaborating with 

other Provincial Specialist 

Associations through our involvement 

on PSA Council. One exciting 

collaborative endeavour is the 

proposed Super Conference to help 

celebrate the BCTF’s 100th 

Anniversary. This combined effort of 

Provincial Specialist Associations is 

slated to take place at the Vancouver 

Convention Centre in the fall of 2017. 

Not sure where to eat when at the Crosscurrents 

Conference????  Our favourite tried and true 

restaurants that are local and very easy walking 

distance are: Mad Greek on block toward the 

airport on Westminster Highway or just across 

from there is the Ceilis Irish Pub with more than 

great pub food but delicious fare for even the 

vegetarian in your group.  There is also the 4 

Stones Vegetarian Restaurant offering more 

than vegetarian cuisine, and let’s not forget  

Harold’s Bistro and Bar located in 

the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel.  So many 

great places to eat and explore while spending 

your time at the conference. 

Crosscurrents Magazine publishes original 

articles concerning issues related to special 

education.  Practical and theoretical articles 

are sought.  Potential contributors are 

encouraged to submit reviews of strategies, 

methodologies, publications, research, and 

historical and philosophical studies as well as 

reports of the effectiveness of innovative 

programs.  The opinions expressed are those 

of the author(s) and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the editor, the SEA, or 

the BCTF.  For information regarding this 

magazine or to submit articles (please submit 

items as Microsoft Office (Word) 

documents), letters, etc., please contact the 

Editor for the Special Education Association 

of BC at: seabcpublication@gmail.com 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CONTACT LIST 

President      Vice President/Treasurer 

Mary Berg       Cindy Blackmore 

SD #23 – Central Okanagan     SD #71 – Comox Valley 

Email: seabcpresident@gmail.com    Email: treasurersea@gmail.com 

Secretary      Conference Chair 

Sam Bowker       Carol McAndrew 

SD #61 – Victoria      SD#83 - Shuswap  

Email: seasecretaryandmailout@gmail.com   Email: seaconferencechair@gmail.com 

Exhibitors      Membership/Chapters 

Bev Brown      Sarah Brooks  

SD #73 – Kamloops       SD #85 – Vancouver Island North 

Email: seaexhibitors@gmail.com    Email: seamemberscoordinator@gmail.com 

Professional Learning     Publications 

Debra Swain       Tracy Walton                 

SD #61 – Greater Victoria        SD #27 – Cariboo-Chilcotin  

Email: seabookstudy@gmail.com    Email: seabcpublication@gmail. 

Registrar       Speakers Coordinator 

Jacquie Ferguson       Kristin Wiens  

SD #27 – Cariboo-Chilcotin      SD #62 – Sooke   

Email: searegistrar@gmail.com     Email: seaspeakers@gmail.com 

Webmanager/Social Media Coordinator    Associate/Past President 

Rae Perry       BJ Foulds  

SD #27 – Cariboo-Chilcotin      SD #57 – Prince George  

Email: seawebmanager@gmail.com     Email: bjafoulds@gmail.com 

Associate/Conference Program  

Stephanie Koropatnick  

SD #39 – Vancouver  

Email: koropeople@shaw.ca 

 

       

Visit our Web Page @www.seaofbc.ca     Follow us on twitter for the  

         most up to date happenings  

         @seaofbc The Special Education  

         Association of BC is dedicated to  
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         supporting teachers' efforts to provide  

         inclusive education for all students. 

 

 


